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AN ACT TO REGULATE THE GRANTING OF Divorces.
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the State of South Carolina, now met and sitting in Gen-
eral Assembly, and by the authority of the same, When the validity
of a marriage shall be denied or doubted by either of the parties,
the other may institute a suit for affirming the marriage; and,
upon due proof of the validity thereof, it shall be decreed to be
valid; and such decree shall be conclusive upon all persons con-
cerned.
SEC. 2. That a divorce from the bond of matrimony may be de-
creed for the following causes:
1st. Adultery;
2d. When either party willfully abandons or deserts the other
for the period of two years: Provided, That, when the suit is insti-
tuted by the party deserting, it appears that the desertion was caused
by the extreme cruelty of the other party, or that the desertion by
the wife was caused by the gross or wanton and cruel neglect of the
husband to provide suitable maintenance for her, he being of suffi-
cient ability so to do.
SEC. 3. That the Circuit Courts of Common Pleas shall have origi-
nal jurisdiction of suits for annulling or affirming marriages, or for
divorces. No such suit shall be maintained, unless the parties, or
one of them, is a citizen of this State, or shall have resided therein
at least one whole year previous to instituting the same. The suit
shall be brought in the County in which the parties last cohabited,
or (at the option of the plaintiff) in the County in which the de-
fendant resides, if a resident of this State; but if not, then in the
County in which the plaintiff resides.
SEC. 4. That sui's for divorce shall be commenced by summons
and complaint, in the same manner as other actions; and, whether
the defendant answer or not, the cause shall be heard, independently
of the admissions of either party in the pleading, or otherwise.
Costs may be awarded to either party, as justice and equity may re.
quire. -
SEC. 5. That the Court, in term, or the Judge, in vacation, may,
at any time pending the suit, make any order that may be proper
to compel the man to pay any sums necessary for the maintenance
of the woman, and to enable her to carry out the suit, or to pre-
vent him from imposing any restraint on her personal liberty, or to
provide for the custody and maintenance of the minor children of
the parties during the pendency of the suit, or to preserve the es-
tate of the minor, so that it be forthcoming to meet any decree which
